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Abstract

This study examines the integration of digital learning in Israeli higher education institutions,
focusing on lecturers' perceptions and pedagogical transformations. Through in-depth
interviews with fifteen lecturers from diverse disciplines, the research reveals the inherent
tension between traditional 'hevruta' learning- a collaborative, discussion-based approach
rooted in Israeli educational traditions- and digital learning platforms.

The findings highlight three key aspects: (1) cultural and institutional factors emerge as
primary challenges, particularly the tension between 'hevruta' learning and digital platforms;
(2) a significant dichotomy exists in lecturers' attitudes towards digital learning; and (3) the
role of lecturers is transforming from knowledge holders to facilitators and enablers.

The study proposes an innovative model—the Cultural-Technological Integration
Framework (CTIF), extending existing theoretical models by incorporating cultural
compatibility as a crucial factor in technology acceptance. Our research findings emphasize
the need for comprehensive institutional support and culturally sensitive approaches to digital
learning implementation, providing valuable insights for policymakers and educators in
diverse cultural contexts.

The study contributes to understanding how traditional pedagogical methods can coexist
with digital innovation, suggesting practical strategies for integrating digital tools while
preserving valuable cultural learning practices. These insights are particularly relevant for
educational systems navigating the balance between preserving traditional teaching methods
and embracing technological advancement.

Keywords: digital learning, higher education, hevruta learning, cultural-technological
integration, digital pedagogy.
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