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Abstract

This research focuses on cyberbullying and its relationship with one of the social-emotional
characteristics— moral disengagement. Despite the challenges that children with behavioral
disorders (BD) face in both violence and moral disengagement contexts, this topic has not
yet been explored in this population. The aim of the current study is to examine the
phenomenon of cyberbullying among children aged 9-12 with BD and to investigate the
relationship between this phenomenon and moral disengagement compared to typically
developing children. The study involved 87 children aged 9-12 (M = 10.29, SD = 0.99), of
whom 37 were diagnosed with BD and 50 were typically developing. The research included
questionnaires on internet use, cyberbullying, and moral disengagement. The findings
showed that children with BD are more involved in cyberbullying as perpetrators, victims,
and bystanders, and exhibit higher levels of moral disengagement compared to typically
developing children. Among children with BD, a positive correlation was found between the
level of moral disengagement and involvement in cyberbullying (both as victims and
bystanders). Additionally, a relationship between the three aspects of cyberbullying was
found only among children with BD. The findings enhance the understanding of the
phenomenon among young children in general and its connection to moral disengagement
among children with BD in particular. They may lead to the development of preventive
intervention programs for children, parents, and educators.

Keywords: Cyberbullying, Moral Disengagement, Behavioral Disorders, Children.
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