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Abstract

The present study examined the factors that encourage and hinder online collaborative
learning in a teaching environment of virtual worlds (VW). Examining both facilitating and
hindering factors, the research aimed to understand the potential contribution of online
collaborative learning in VW to enhancing student professionalism. A qualitative analysis
was conducted on 104 reflections diary that was written by 13 participants engaged in an
international, multi-institutional teacher education course within a VW environment. Content
analysis of the data revealed encouraging factors: scaffolding, collaborative spirit, role
division, and deepening relationships. In addition, the inhibiting factors are: language
barriers, technical difficulties, uneven participation, and time constraints posed challenges.
These findings, highlighting key considerations for successful implementation, contribute to
understand how to develop effective online collaborative learning within VW for preparing
future educator to their future role.

Keywords: collaborative learning, multicultural, online Learning, virtual worlds, 3D
learning environments.
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