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Abstract

Vocabulary acquisition is fundamental for English Foreign Language (EFL) learners with
limited exposure (Alghamdi et al., 2020). Traditional rote learning approaches can restrict
engagement and recall. In contrast, integrating interactive tools as teacher-generated games,
language applications and learning software enables more dynamic and meaningful learning
(Bin-Hady, 2023). Using the students’ mobile phones for language lessons contributed to
extended literacy skills practice for students, expanding time, place and pace (Gou, 2023).

This study examined integrating interactive tools and vocabulary applications for EFL
students. Observations of two teachers’ vocabulary lessons were conducted: traditional
textbook instruction and ICT integrated instruction. Teacher interviews and semi-structured
student focus groups then assessed preferences regarding digital integration. Resources were
analyzed using a thematic content analysis approach.

Findings are that in the ICT integrated lessons, students consistently demonstrated higher
engagement, motivation, and word retention. Teachers created captivating, interactive
environments enabling diverse learning styles. Student preferences were examined. They
reported increased collaborative learning and self-efficacy in the ICT integrated lessons.
Interviews emphasized their preference for interactive activities. Teacher described an initial
challenging learning process, but that they now feel comfortable integrating technology.
They claim ICT enhances student engagement, motivation, and vocabulary acquisition.
Challenges described difficulties in monitoring the students’ learning when engaging with
their personal devices.

We believe that with proper technological and pedagogical training and guidance, the use
of ICT in EFL teaching will grow and lead eventually to an increase in students’ motivation
and achievement.

Keywords: ESL instruction; integrating digital tools; learner engagement; motivation;
vocabulary learning.
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